230       To the Countess of Upper Ossory      [1780

regale her Wft one old horse. I have paid my visit to Lord
and Lady Seifcon, who do not suit me quite so well as poor
'Lady Elandford.

Have you heard, Madam, that on Lord Effingham's coming
to life3, repbrt has shot old Lord Godolphin? The Monu-
ment to be sure would as soon head a riot.

I have deferred my journey to Malvern for a fortnight or
three weeks; I shall regret Strawberry less in August; and,
besides, have been remarkably well for this last fortnight;
and, besides, find it mighty difficult to set about anything,
so totally is all my activity gone. I think there is nothing
but your Ladyship that has not lost influence over me. You
can make me exert even a talent I never had, as I am going
to give you a proof. The lines are indifferent enough, but
prompt obedience, like charity, can cover a dozen bad verses;
and as I scribbled them while the Tartars were in the house,
and send them by the return of the post, you may be sure
I do not think them fit to be shown, and beg you will not
let them go out of your hands. The theme was too good
not to be better treated; and what will do in a private letter
will not stand criticism, and still less, if taken for a cool
design of venting indignation; but here they are, and if
they will provoke Mr. Fitzpatrick to write better, you and
I shall both be better satisfied.

3 Thomas   Howard   (1746-1791),     recognized by Ms ruffles; but as lie

third Earl of Effingham.   'In the     had never been seen with such aristo-

riots of '80 the Tories spread the     cratic appendages to the wrists, the

report that the mob was instigated     story at once fell into discredit.   In

by the Whigs, with a view to bring     Lord Rockingham's second Adminis-

discredit on the government, and     tration, Lord  Effingham  was  ap-

absurd as was the rumour, it gained     pointed Treasurer of the Household,

considerable credit. In confirmation     . , . His appearance at court caused

it was asserted that Lord Effingham     much merriment, and some Tory

was killed amongst a body of rioters     remarking upon the coat he wore,

at Blackfriars Bridge.   As he did     Burke   replied,   "It  is  the   same

not appear in London that session     in  which  he   was   killed  at  the

hfc gave strength to the report; at     riots.'" (RodcinghamMemoirs, vol. ii

last it was asserted that his body     pp. 407-8.)   See also letter to Mason

had been found, and that he was     of April 14,1782.781    .     .
